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Imdeoendent Auditorg Re~ 

To the Yonorable Judge Richard Starling, Jr 
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Cib.~ of A iexm~dria, Louisiana 

EM ILE P. OE'~TNIGCI-ILR, FIT CP.~ 
_G.RT G. OESTRIEC'z~ R, CPA 

D_aLE P. De SELLE, CP~. 

W e have audited the accom panying basic financial statem ents of the Alexandr ia City Court as of 
and for the year ended Septem ber 30, 2002, as listed in the table of contents. These basic 
f~nanc~al statements are the resFo~sibility of Alexanclria CiD- Court's ma~agem ent. Our 
responsibility is to express an  opinion on these financiaJ, statem ents based on out" audit. 

W e conducted our audit {n accordance w ith auditing standards generally accepted in the Ulfited 
States of Am erica. Those stm~dards require th at we plan and perform  the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the basic financial statem ents are t)ee of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. A~t audk includes exan ~ining, on a ees~ basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures iJ?. the basic financial statem ents. ~am an dir ~so includes assessin g the accounting 
principles used mad significam es~im mes m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall 
basic finan cial statem en~ presentation. V,:e believe that eta" audit provides a reasonable basis for 
our opinion. 

In our opinion, ~he basic financial statem ents ref~tl"ect to above presen~ thirly, in all m ateriaT 
respects, the tinancial position of" the Alexandria City Court, at Septem ber 30, 2002, an d :he 
resuIts of its operations lbr the year then ended, in conferm iD, with generally accepted accounting 
prlnciples. Also, in our opinion, the com bining~ individual thnd, and account G oup financiN 
statem ents referred to above present thkiy, in ali material respects, the financial position of the 
individv~al ffmds and account groups of the .~ exandria City Coup:t, at Septembar 30, 2002, and 
the resuits of operations of such flands for the year then ended, in eontbm Jv w ith generally 
accepted accomlting principIes in tt~e Urtited States of.~ nerica. 

i~e GJ~& ,~ .r IJnflerees~mate Tlae ~]al~e:~ 

Em ile P, Oestriecher, I:[i, CPA 
Re gist~red Represen~ative 

i 
Se~.u~ities offered ihrough H.B. Ve~t Investment Sec~dtie~, Inc. Member NASD/S PC 
6333 Noah State Highway 181, Fourth Fleer, I~i~ , Texas 7503B* (972) 870-~0C0 



As described in N ote 1 to tile basic financial statem ents: Alexan dria City Court adopted the 
provisions of Governm ental A ceouzlting Standards Board Stalem en~ No. 34, B(~sic Financi~[ 

57atemen~" and :'~l-anageme~r~s Disc~xsion and Aria@sis-FaT" Stare a~d Locc~l Governmems; 
Statement No. 37, Basic Financial Statements-anal .~{z~nagernent's Disc~lssion and Anatysis-Jbr 
State and Local Governm ents: Omnibu.s'; and Interpretation N o. 6, Recogrlition and ~/eas'z~rement 

of Certain Liabilities alTd Expenditz~res in Governmenta7 F~md YinanciczZ Stcttements, as of July 
!, 2000. T'~lis results in a change in the for,m at and content of the basic financial s~atem ents. 

In accordan ce wi~h Government Azlditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated Januar y 
27, 2003 on our consideration of the ,~lexaudria City Court's internal control over financial 
reporting a~d com piiaxlce and our ~ests of its com pliance with certain provisions of law s mad 
regulations. 

Our audit was perform ed lbr the purpose of form ing an opinion on the basic financial staten3ents 
taken as a whole. The accom panying finan cial inform ation listed as ~'Supplem entary D ata" ]n ttae 
table of conten~cs is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the 

basic fil~an cia.1 statements of Alexandria City Couri. Such information has been subjected to ~be 
auditing procedures applied in the audit o~" the basic financial s~atem ents and, in our apiarian, is 
fairly stated in all m aterial respects in relation to such ~]nanciai statem ents of each of ~he 
respecti~'e irtdividual fen ds ~lkeu as a wl~oTte. 

OESTRIECHER & COM P~_NY 
Certified Public Accountants 

Janum$-27,2003 



M AN AG EM EN T'S DISCUSSION AND .~NALY SIS 



Alexandria City Court 

5Ianagem ent's D iscussion and A nalysis 

The Alexandria City, Court's (ACC) discussion and analysis is designed to (a) assist the read
er in focusing on significant financial issues (b) provide the reader with an overview 

of ACC 's financial activity-
, (c) identify changes in the ACC's financial position (its 

ability to address the next and subsequent year challenges
, and (d) identify individual fund iss

ues or concerns. 

Financial H ighlights 

The A CC has net assets of S518
,374 for Govern m ental activities as of September 30

, 2002. 

The ACC received $4-05
,948 in fees for the fiseaI year end m~d incurred expenses of 

3333,605 for govern m ental activities
. 

O verview of the Financial Statem ents 

M ax~agem ent's D iscussion and Analysis introduces the A CC's basic financial statem ents
. The basic financial statements include: (1) government wide financial statements

, (2) fund financial stateme
nts, and (3) notes to the financial statements. 

Governm ent-wide Financial Statem ents 

The A CC's annual report includes tw o govern m ent
-wide financial statem em s. These 

statem ents provide both leng-te~Tn and short-term  inform atioI~ about A CC's 
overall 

status. Financial reporting at this level uses a perspective sim ilar to that found in the 
private sector wit~l its basis in full accru al accounting azld elim ination or reclassification 
of internal activities. 

The firs~ govem m ent-w ide financial statem ent is the Statem ent 
of ~et Assets. This stateme

nt presents all of A CC's assets and liabilities
, with the difference reported as net 

assets. Over tim e, increases or decreases in net assets m ay" indicate whether the financial 
condition of A CC is im proving or deteriorating

. 

The second govern m ent-w ide tillaneiat statem ent is the &
atemem of Activizies which reports h

ow the A CC's net assets changes during the current fiscal year
. A ll current 

revenues and expenses are included regardless of when cash is received or paid. 



Both of the govern m ent-wide financial statem ents repom activities that are prim arily 
s~pported by fees received from the A lexandria City Court. The A CC does not 
participate in any business-type activities. 

The ACC does not have any com ponent units, but it is considered to be a com ponent uni~ 
of the City of A Iexandria. 

Fund Financial Statem ents 

A flu.rid is an  account ability unit used to m aintain control over resources segregated for 

specific activities or objectives. The ACC uses funds to ensure and demonstrate 
com pliance with finance-related laws and regulatio~zs. W ithin the basic financial 
statem ents, fund financial statem ents focus on the A CC's m ost significaat funds rather 
than the ACC as a whoIe. 

The ACC has two kinds of gra ds 

Gove~wmentaf funds are reported in the fund financial statements and encompass 
essentially the sam e functions reported as governm ental activities in the governm ent- 
w ide financial statem ents. However, the focus is different w ith fund financial statem ents 
providin g a distinct view of the ACC's governm ental funds. These statem ents report 
short-term  fiscal accoum ability focusing on the use of spendable resources and balances 
of spendable resources available at the end of the year. 

Fiducia~Tfunds are reported in the fiduciary fund financial statemel~tS, but are exciuded 
from  the govern m ent-w ide reporting. Fiduciary fund financial statem ents report 
resources that are not available to fu nd A CC program s. 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

The accom pan ying notes to the financial statem ents provide inform ation essential to a 
full un derstanding of the governm ent-w ide and fund financial statem ents. 

Financial A nalysis of the A lexandria City Court as a W hole 

The ACC im plem ented the new financial reporting m odel used in this report beginning 
with the current fiscal year ending Septem ber 30, 2002. This change w as the result of 
A CC being a financial com ponent of the City of Alexandria. 2he City of Alexandria is 
required to change to the new financial reporting m odel contained in GA SB 34 in their 
gseal year ended April 30, 2003. 

The financial analysis will not detail com parisons with prior years since this is the first 
year of im plem ent ation of the new reporting m odel. 



The ACC's net assets as of September 30, 2002 are $518,374. The following is a 
suem lary of the ACC's net assets, all of ~hich ar e governm ental activ{ties: 

Cash 
investm ents at cost 
A ccrued interest receivable 
Due from  A lexandria City M arshal 
Prepaid expenses 
Capital assets 
Total assets 

N et asse~s: 
Invested in capital assets 
Unrestricted 
Total net assets 

Goveizmaental 
Activities 

$ 365,871 
125,000 

202 
i0,492 
1,642 

29,497 
532.704 

14_330 

29,497 
488,877 

$ 518.374 

The ACC's net assets are suffi cient lbr Kmding the operations of the A CC, and the A CC 
currently has no long-term  or short-term  debt. All liabiiities are short term accounts 
pa}able, payroll taxes w ithheld, and am ounts due to other governm ental agencies. 

Financial A nalysis of the A lexandria C ity C ourt's Funds 

A s discussed earlier, govern m ental fnnds are reported in the fund statem ents w ith a short- 
term , inflow and outflow of spendable funds focus. TM s intbrm ation is useful in 
assessing resources available a~ the end of the year in com parison w ith upcom ing 
linaucial requirem em s. 

Oovcrnm ental funds reported ending fund baiances of $495,682. This entire balance is 
uareserved and is available for future expenditu res. 

:lda/or governrne,~ml fun& 

The Gcnerat Fund is the prim m:y operating fund of the ACC, mad has ~m nm-eslrieted m,~d 
undesignated fund balance of $282,800. 

The Pre-Trial lntervention Fund is a special revenue lhnd of the ACC, and has an 
unrestricted and undesignated fund defecit of S(25,966). 

The Probation Fund is another special revenue fund of the A CC, and has an  unrestricted 
and un designated fund balm.ice of $238,848. 



Capital A ssets 

The ACC's investm ent in capital assets, net of depreciation is $29,497 for governmental 
type funds. A ssets consist m ostly of office furniture and fixtures, vehicles and office and 
com puter equipm ent, A sum m ao, of capital assets are as follow s: 

Depreciable assets: 
Offi ce furniture and fixtures 
Offbe equipm ent 
V ehicles 
Build{rig im provem ents 
A ccum ulated depreciation 

Governm ental 
A ctivities 

$ 108,207 
204,711 
20,191 
64,700 

(368,312) 

Total assets, net of accumulated depreciation $ 29,497 

Econom ic Factors 

The operations of the Alexandria City Court are not affected by econom ic conditions. 
The A CC derives its revenues solely from  fees levied by the Alexandria City Court. The 
City' of A lexandria has m aintained a stable population an d there are no indications that 
the activity level of the court will decrease. 



G O VERNM ENT-W /DE FINANCIAL STATEM EN TS 



Alexandria City Court 

Statem ent of Net Assets 

Septem ber 30, 2002 

A ssets 

Cash 

IIIVeStlllelTt5 at ~'ost 

Accrued interest receivable 

D ue from Alexandria City M arshal 

Prepaid expenses 

Capital a~ ers, net of accum ulated depreciation 

Total assets 

Liabilities: 

Accounts payable 

Other liabilities 

Total liabilities 

N et Assets 

Unrestricted 

Total net assets 

Prinlary G overnm ent 

532,704 

3,501 
10.829 

14.330 

518,374 

$ 518,374 

The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part of this statem ent, 
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FLrNrD FINANCIAL STATEM E NTS 



G OVERN M ~EN TAL FUNDS 



 

Balance Sheei 

G o~ ernm ental Funds 

A lexandria C ilT,
.
, C ourt 

Septem ber 30, 2002 

A ssets 

Cash 

ln'~estm en~s at cost 

Accrued interest receivable 
Prepaid expenses 
]_)tie from A lexandria Ci y be arshal 
Due from other funds 

Totalassets 

Liabilities and fund balance 

Liabililies: 

Accotmts pa) able 

Due tt~ generrtl fund 

Due to pro balion fund 
Other liabi]itics 

Total liabilities 

Fund balance: 

Unreaerved: 

Undesignated 

Total hind balances 

G ellera 

$ I36.990 
125.000 

202 

10,492 
55.687 

Pretrial 
hlierveniion Probation 

$ 26.336 

S 328.371 $ 26,336 

3.501 

37.247 

10.829 

45.57 

282_800 

282.800 

Total liabilities and fund balances $ 328
,371 

48,882 

3.420 

52.302 

25,966) 

(25,966) 

$ 26.33( 

$ 202.545 

1.642 

34.661 

$ 238.848 

238.848 

238.848 

$ 238.848 

he nnles to the financial s*atcm enis are an integral part oftllis stalemenl 

13 

Total 
G overnm enta 

Funds 

$ 365,87] 

125.000 
202 

[.642 
10.492 

90.348 

$ 593.555 

3,501 

48.882 

34.66[ 

10.829 

97.873 

495.682 

495.682 

$ 593.555 



Reconciliation of tile Balance Sheet 
of Governm ental Funds 

to the Statem ent of Net Assets 

Septem ber 30, 2002 

Total fund balance total governm ental funds $49>,682 
Am ounts reported for goverm~Jeata/ac/iviiies in tile statement of net assets are different because: 

Capfl.al assel.s of $397,809, net of accumulated depreciation of ($368,312), arc not financial 
resources and, therefore, are not reported in the ~'unds. $29,497 

Internal service funds are used by managem ent to charge ~he costs of certain activities to 

individual fands. Assets and Iiabilities el'the internal services funds S(6,80>) are 
i17c]nded in governmental activities in the statement of net assets. (6,805) 

Net assets of governm ental activities 

The notes to the fitlat~cial statem ents are an inzegra[ part oftllis statem ent 
- 14 

22.692 



Statem ent of Revenues~ Expenditures, and C hanges 

in Fund Balances-G overnm ental Funds 

Alexandria CiU" Court 
fur the year ended Septem ber 30, 2002 

R evenues: 

Court costs 
Department of Public Safety-D W  
Other revenue 
lr~teresL 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
Current: 
General Fund 

Pretrial IntervenXion 
Probation 
Total expenditures 

G eneral 
Fund 

$ 153,552 
1,425 
4,550 
8.458 

167.985 

70.542 

70.542 

Pretrial 
Intervention 

$ 102,551 

133 
102.687 

98.663 

98.663 

Excess of revenues over (under) expendRures (2,557) 4,021 

Fund balances, beginning 
Fund balances, ending 

285,357 

S 282,800 
(29,987) 

$ (2~,966) 

Probation 

$ 133,816 

1,028 

435 
35,279 

45.624 
45.624 

89.655 

149.193 
$ 238.848 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral pal~ of~his statem ent. 
I3 

Total 

G overnm ental 
Funds 

S 389,919 
],425 

5.578 
9.026 

405.948 

170.542 
98,663 

45,624 
31& 829 

91.119 

404,563 

$ 495,682 



 

Reconciliation of the Statem ent of 
Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance 

to tile Statem ent of Activities 
For the year ended Septem ber 30, 2002 

Net changes in fund balances-total governmental funds S 91
,119 

Am o~m s reported forgoeerTwwntaZ activities in the statem ent of activ~ties are differeaz because: 

Govem menl'al fu rl.ds report capital outlays as expenditures. However, in tile statem ent of activities, 
r2~e cost of those assets is allocated over their estimated u~eful lives and reported as depreciation (I 8,776) 
expense. 

Change in net assets of govarnm er~tal activities 

The notes to the financial statem ents arc an integral part of this statem ent 
- 16- 



FID UCIARY FUN D 



Statem ent of Fiducia~ ' N et A ssets-FiduciaD" Fund 

A lexandria City Court 

Septem ber 30, 2002 

A ssets 

Cash 

Investm ents at cost 

Accrued interest receivable 
Due from  gm-nishee 

Total assets 

Advallce court costs 
GanJshm cnt collections 

Due to Genera] Fund 

Due to other agencies 

Total liabilities 

The notes to the financial statem ents are an integral part oflhis statem ent. 

18 

A gency 

Funds 

$441,586 
15,000 
3,506 

56 

$460,148 

$448,574 
2~357 

6,807 
2.410 

$460,148 



N O TES TO FINAN CIA L STATEM EN TS 



 

Alexandria City. Court 
Notes to Financial Statem ents 

1. SU31I~IARY OY SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

These financial statem ents are presented in conform ity with generally accepted accoum ing 
principles as applicable to governm ental units. The following is a sum m ary of the nzore significant 
accoum ing policies affecting their presentation. 

Govermrte~t-wide Financial S~atem ents 

The govem m em -wide financial statem ents include the statem ent of net assets and the statem ent 
of activities. These statem ents report financial inform ation for the A lexan dria City M arshal as a 
whole excludi~zg fiduciary activities, hldividual funds are not displayed but the statem ents 
distinguish governm ental activities from  business-type activities. 

The statem ent of activities reports the expenses of a given function offset by program 
revenues directly connected with the functional program . A function is an assembly of 
sim ilar activities and m ay include portions of a fund or smnm arize m ore than one fi,m.d to 
captu re the expenses and program  revenues associated w ith a distinct functional activity. 

Fund Financial Statements 

Fund financial statem ents are provided for governm ental and fidnciary funds. M ajor individual 
govern m ental funds are reported in separate colurm~s. 

M EASUR EM ENT FO CU S, BA SIS OF A CCO UNIIN G , AND  FINANCIAl, 
STA TEM ENT PRESENTATIO N 

R eporting Entity - In evaluating l~ow to define the governm ent, for financial reporting 
purposes, m anagem ent has considered all potential com ponent milts. The decision to 
include a potential com ponent unit in the reporting entity is m ade by applying the criteria 
set forth in GAA P. The basic, but not only criterion, for including a potential com ponent 
unit within the reporting entity is the governing body's ability to exercise oversight 
responsibility. The m ost significant m anifestation of this ability- is financial 
interdependency. Other m anifestations of the ability to exercise oversight responsibility 
include, but are not lim ited to, the selection of governing authority, the designation of 
managem ent, the ability to significantly influence operations, alld accountability for fiscal 
m atters. A second criterion used in evaluating potential com ponent units is the scope of 



 

Alexandria City Court 
N otes to Financial Statem ents 

Seotem ber 30. 2002 

public service. Application of this criterion involves considering whether the activity 
benefits the governm ent and/or its citizens, or whether the activity is conducted w ithin the 
geographic boundaries of the governm ent and is generally available to its citizens. A third 
criterion used to evaluate potential com ponent units for inclusion or exclusion from  the 
reporting entity is the existence of special financing relationships, regardless of whether the 
governm ent is able to exercise oversight responsibilities. 

The Alexandria City Court is a potential com ponent unit of the City of A lexandria, 
Louisiana. How ever, the Alexandria City Court is a separate repozXable entity from the City 
of A lexandria because it is essentially an autonom ous unit. The City Judge, an  elected 

official, has the ability to exercise accountability for fiscal matters. The Alexandria City 
Court is financially independent from the City of Alexandria, Louisian a. 

Governmental Funds - 

General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating gra d of Alexan dria City Court. It 
is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in 
another fun d. 

Special Revenue Funds - Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of 
specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 

Pretrial Intervention Fund Fees ar e collected and used to pay for operating 
expenses of the Pretrial Intervention Progr am , which w as established to help first 
tim e, non-crim inal offenders avoid trial and pay the debt for their offense by 
agreeing to com ply with probationary term s and paying a fee. 

Probation Fund Fees are collected and used to pay for operating expenses of the 
Probation Progr am, which was established to aid the Alexandria City Court in 
m onitoring and compliance with probationary  term s of those individuals who have 

been placed on probation by the judge. 

Fiduciary Funds 

Agency Funds - Agency fim ds ar e used to account for assets held by A lexa~dria City Court 
as an agent for other govern m ental departm ents, other organizations and other funds. 

Agency funds are custodial in naVare (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations. 

2I 



A dvance Court Costs Fund - A dvance court costs axe deposits m ade by plaintiffs 
w ho file civil suits. These deposits are recorded as a liability. 1he court acts only as 
a collection agent for fees {n civil m atters. As the suits are processed, the various 

fees earned are paid out on a m onthly basis. Thus, tbc activiD.' in this account is not 
reflected in fine statem ent ofrevennes eollectcd and expenditures paid. After a ease 
is dism issed, any excess deposit is refianded to the plaintiff. 

Ganfislunents Ftmd - The Court acts as a collection ageut for garnislnnents when 
the?' are assessed in a civil suit. Ordinarily, the balance in vl~is account represents 
am ounts tlnat have been received by the Cou~ bat have not }vt bccn distributed to 

the persort or agency to whicl~ they are due. 

Basis of A ccounting 

The governm ent-~xide statem ents report using the econom ic resources m easurem ent focus 
and the accrual basis of accounting generally including the reclassification or elim ination of 

internal activity (between or x~ithin funds). Fiduciary fund financial statements report using 
the san.le focus and basis of accounting. 

Governm ental fund financial szatcm ents are accounted for using thc m odified accrual basis 
of" accocmting. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized 

when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). 
"M easurable" m eans the am ount of the transaction can  be determ ined and "available" 
m eans collectible w ithin th e current period or soon enough th ereafter to be used to pay 
liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is 

incurred. Fiduciary fuM  revenues and expenses or expenditures (as appropriate) should be 
recognized on the basis consistent with the fund's accomating measm'ement objective. Tlne 
A lexandria City Court has two fiducim-y funds, agency funds, M ilch are purely custodial 
an d thus do not involve m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Cash and cash euui.valents 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, mad tim e 
deposits. Cash equiv~tleuts include am ounts in tim e deposits and th ose investm ents with 
original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under szate law, the city com't m ay deposit funds in 
dem ar~d deposks, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or tim e deposits w ith state brad, s organized 
under Louisiana law or any oth er state of the United States, or under the law s of th e United 

Stmes. 



Investm ents 

Alexandria Cit~" Court 
N otes to Finattcial Statem ents 

San tem ber 30. 2002 

Investm ents are lim ited by R.S. 33:2955 and the City Court's investm an t policy. If th e original 
m aturities of investm ents exceed 90 days, they are classified as investm ents; however, if the 
original m aturities are 90 daxs or less, th ey are classified as cash equivMents. Investm ents are 
recorded at cost which approxim ates m arket value. 

Use of Estim ates 

The prepar ation of fin,unciaI stmem ents in conibnniB" with gencrally accepted accoum ing 
principles requires zhe use of m anagan rent's estim ates. This will a~l'ect the reported am onots of 
assets and liabilities a* the date of the finan cial statem ents and the reported am ounts of revenues 
an d expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from these an :oants. 

2. CA SH  A ND INV ESTM EN TS 

Cash balances are insured to Federal Depository L~sttral~ce Corporation lim its of $t00,000. 
Deposits in excess of these lim its are secm-ed by collateral held in the pledging bank's trust 

department. These securities have a fair market value of $259,560. 

At Septem ber 30, 2002, the Alexandria CiD.' Court had certificates of deposit totaling $125,000. 
The certificates bear interesz ranging from 2.47%  to 3.00%  and have m aturities ranging ti-om  six 
m onk s to one year, with penalties for early withdra,zal. An? penalties for early w ithch'a~al 
w ould not have a m aterial ei~i'ect on the financial statem ents. 

3. CO URT CO STS PA YA BLE 

These various liabilities represent charges against advaa~ce cou~ costs deposited for each case 

and are based on the processing of the case by the judge and/or marshal. As activity occurs in 
the suit, the adwmce court costs account is decreased and the related liability account is 
increased. 



 

Alexandria Ci~~ Court 
Notes to Financial Statem ents 

4. INTERFUND RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES 

A sninm atw of tlle interfand receivables and payables by fund at Septem ber 30, 2002, is 
presented below : 

Advaa~ce Court Costs Fund 
General Fund 
Pretrial Interrelation Fund 
Probation Fund 

5. CAPITAL A SSETS: 

Interfund 

Receivables 

S 0 
55,687 

0 
34.66i 

S 90,34_.
S 

Intcrfu nd 
Pavabies 

S 6,807 
31,241 
52,300 

0 

The accounting and reporting treatm ent applied to the capital assets associated w ith a fund 
are determ ined by its m casurem ent fucus. 

A ll governm ent fund type operations are accounted for on a spending or "finmaciaI flow 
m casurem ent focus arid only cmTent assets and cm:rent liabilities are generally included on 
tSeir balance sheets. 

All capital asse:s are stated a~ historical cost. Historical costs include not only the purchase 
price and corts~ ctiol~ costs, but also an cillary charges to place the asset in it's ~ntended 
location and condition for use. Capital assets are depreciated using the straight-Iine m ethod 
over their estim atcd useful lives. 



 

Alexandria CiD' Court 
Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Sem em ber 30. 2002 

Capital asset activity fbr the year ended Septem ber 30:2002 was as follows 

Furn iture and fiXm l-es 
Office equipm en~ 
V ehicles 
Building im provem ents 
Totals 
Accum ulated Depreciation 
Capital assets, net 

6. CO M PEN SATED ABSENCES 

Balance 
9/30/01 

S 98,803 
198,214 
20,191 
64.700 
381,908 

(349.536) 
S 32.372 

$ 9,404 
6,497 

0 
0 

15,901 

( 18.776) 

D eletions 
Balaxlce 
9/30/02 

0 $ 108,207 
-0- 204,7t2 
- 0- 20,19I 
-0- 64.700 
-0- 397,810 
-0- (318.312) 

$ 29.498 

The Alexandria City Cour t's obligation for em ployees' rights ze receive com pensation for future 

absences (such as vacation) was not material as of Scpvember 30, 2002, and thus, is not 
recognized in the accom panying financial szatem etlts. 

7. ECO NO M IC DEPENDENCY 

All revenues collected for Court Costs are received from the A lexandria City M arsl~al's office 
These m onies are expended in the operation of the office of the Alcxandria City Court. 

8. RETIREM EN T CO M M 1TM ENIS 

Tire Alexalldria City' Court contributed $1,539 zhis year to zhe Parochial Emp]oyees' RetiremelaZ 
System of Louisiana otn behMf of qualifying individuals em ployed by ~hc Court. There were six 
em ployees of the Cour~ of vx.hich one qualified and participated. The Courfs covered payroll 
was $19,860 and the total payroll for all employees was .$61,557. Th.e participant contributed 
$1.887. 



 

Alexandria City Court 
N otes to Financial Statem ents 

The Parochial Em ployees' Retirem ent System  of LouisJarta required the Court to fund 7.75% 
m~d the part~cipan:s to fund 9.50%  of total salad . N o actu arial data was available on the 
aforem entioned retirem ent plan. 

9. LN D IV ID UA L N EG A TIVE FUN D BALAN CE 

At Septem ber 30, 2002, the Pretrial Inter~,enfion Fm:d in the special revenues funds had a 
negative f~md balance of $25,965. M anagem enz expects furore collecfio~as of pretrial 
intervention program fees to liquidate this negative balance. 
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Report on Com pliance and on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
Based on an Audit of Financial Statem ents Perform ed 
hi Accordance "W ith Governm entAnditing Standards 

To the Honorable Judge Richard Starl{ng, Jr 
Alexandria City' Court 
Alexandria, Louisiana 

W e have audited the basic t~nancial statem ents of Alexan dria City Court, Alexan&ia, LouisiaJm, as 
of an d for the year ended Septem ber 30, 2002, and have issued our report thereon dated January 27, 
2003. W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of Am erica mad the standards applicable to financial sta:em ents contained in 
Government Auditing 5"ra~ldards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pIiance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Alexandria City Court's basic financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com plian ce w ith certain 
provisions of law s, regulations, and contracts, non-com pliance with which could have a direcz 
and m aterial effect on. the determ ination of financial statem ent m ounts. H owever, providing an 

opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingIy, 
w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instmlces of noncom plian ce 
that are required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing S~andards, which are described in the 
accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item 2002-01. 

Intern al Control over Financial Renortin~ 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered A lexandria City Court's internal control 
over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents an d not to provide assurance 
on the intern al conta'ol over ~nancial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over 
finan cial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the intern al control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 

The CPA. Never Underestimate The Valuesu 

m ]i-II~ M IF_.S T mll 
F I~ ,~ C I~ L S E ~ V lC E ~ 

Em ite P. Oestrieeher, III, CPA 
Registered Representative 

Securities offend through H.D. Vest investment ServLcesSM, 
A non-bank subsidiary of W ells Fargo & Company, Member: SIPC, 
6333 North Slate Highway 161, Fourth F~oor, Irving, Texas 75038 ~ (972) 870-61300 



design or operation of one or m ore of the inter~aI controI com ponents does not reduce to 
relative]y low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be. m aterial in relation to 
the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perfol~ ing their assigned fim ctions. W e noted no m atters 
involving the intem aI control over financial reporting and its operation tha~ we consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. 

0 
C 

January" 27, 2003 
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ALEXANDR IA CITY CO URT 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
For the year ended Septem ber 30

, 2002 

Section I-Summary of Auditor's Reports 

Our audit disclosed one irlstance of non-com pliance that is considered to be a reportable 
condition. This is sum m arized in section II as findfl~g 2002-01. 

Section I1- Financial Statem ent Findings 

Report on lnternal Control and Compliance AIaterial to the Financial Statem ents 

Finding 2002-01 

Statement of Conditiotz: The AIexandria City Court did n.ot adopt a budget for the year ended 
Septem ber 30, 2002 as required by LSA -R.S. 39:1303. 

Cause of Conditiot~: The Alexandria City Court was unaware that it was required to adopt a 
budget. 

Recomm endation: The Alexandria City Court should adopt a budget in future year s 

Section II1- Federal A wards Findings and Questioned Costs 

There w ere no federal awards 
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Alexandria City Court 
P.O . Box 30 

A lexandria, LA 71301 

January 27, 2003 

M AN A GEM ENT'S CORRECTIV E ACTION PLAN 

Alexandria City Court respectfully subm its the following corrective action ptan for the ycar ended 
Sepiember 30, 2002. 

N am e and address of contact person: Richard Starling
, Jr., A lexm~dria City Judge, P.O. Box 30, 

Alexandria, Louisiana 71301. 

N am e and address of independent pablic accounting firm : Oestriecher and Com pany
, CPA s, 

4641 W inderm ere Place, Alexandria, Louisian a 71303-3548 

Audit period: October 1, 2001 through Septem ber 30, 2002 

The finding from the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs are discussed below. The 
finding is num bered consistently w ith the num ber assigned in the schedule. The Sum m ary of 
Audit Results does not incIude findings and is not addressed. 

FINDIN G S-FINANCIAL STATEM ENT AUDIT 

FINDING N O . 2002-01 

Recommendation." The City Cour~ should adopt a budget in accordance with LA R .S. 39:1303 

Action Taken: The City Court w ill adopt, a budget for the year ending Septem ber 30
, 2003 by 

M ay 31, 2003 and the City Court w ill adopt a budget for the years ending thereafter wizhin the 
deadlines prescribed. 



 

A lexandria City Court 
Sum m ary Schedule of Prior A udit Findings 
For the year ended Septem ber 30, 2002 

Section I- Internal Control and Compliance ~laterial to the Financial Statem ents 

There w ere no findings for the year ended September 30
, 2001 

Section 1[- Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to Federal A wards 

Not applicable. 

Section HI- 2Federal Awards Findings and Questioned Costs 

Ttaere w ere no federal awards 
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